Vocabulary:

Herbivore

Omnivore

Insectivorous

Mammal

Reptile

Native 

Cold-blooded

Warm-blooded

Decomposer

Exoskeleton

Rainforest

Marsupial

Desserts

Grasslands

Rainforest

Camouflage

Rodent

Tropical/Subtropical
Terrestrial

Appendages

Vertebrae

Organic Matter

Neonate

Prematurely

Central /South America

Australia

Prehensile

Nocturnal

Pacific/ Atlantic/Indian Ocean
Opposable Thumbs
Vertebrates

Invertebrates
Arboreal Animal
Semi-aquatic

 Habitat

Note: All animals are either native to South America or Australia, identified by Mrs. Cotten during her travels. Let’s compare and contrast these animals. 
Truth About Me
Giant Earthworm 
· I am a type of worm. 

· I do not have eyes. 
· I do not have legs. 

· I am an omnivore.  I will eat anything! 

· My stomach is a decomposer too! I am great at decomposing dead stuff and aerating the soil and I burrow through the ground. 

· I am cold-blooded.

· I am native to Central and South America, Australia, United States, and Africa.

· If my skin dries out, I will die. 

· I am both a male and a female. 

· I eat my weight in food each day. I love to eat!
· I live in soil, and feed on both living and dead organic matter.

· I am an invertebrate. I do not have an internal skeleton or exoskeleton. 

· I do not have any teeth. 
· I do not have any lungs.  I breathe through my skin.  
Three-toed Sloth 
· I am a mammal. 

· I am native to Central and South America. 

· I am an arboreal animal. I spend most of my time in the trees.

· I am a herbivore.  I only eat plants. 

· I eat my weight in food each day. I love to eat!

· I am the world’s slowest mammal.  I move so slowly, moss and algea grow on my fur, helping me to camouflage in the trees.  

· I have an extra neck vertebrae that allows me to move my head 270 degrees. 

· I am about the size of a dog or cat. 

· I cannot walk on all four limbs, so I must use my front long arms to drag my body around on the ground.  I am rarely on ground though- I love the trees!

· I can live 25-30 years.
· I live in tropical and subtropical regions. 

· I live in rainforests. 

· I eat and sleep all day.  I live in trees for almost all of my life.  

· I am a vertebrate.
Red Kangaroo 
· I am a mammal. 

· I am native to Australia.  (native means born there)
· I am a marsupial, a mammal that gives birth prematurely and carries its young in its pouch until the young has matured. 

· I am the largest member of my family. (largest kangaroo species)

· I am the largest terrestrial mammal living in Australia. 
· I am the world’s largest marsupial. 

· I am a herbivore, I only eat plants. 

· I can live around 20 years. 

· I live in deserts or grasslands. 

· I usually weigh around 200 pounds. 

· When I jump, I can cover almost 30 feet across land in one leap, and I can reach heights up to 9 feet in the air.  I love to jump!

· When a female has a baby, it is called a neonate, and it is only the size of a jelly bean.  

· I have four appendages (legs, arms)

· I am a vertebrate. 

Green Turtle 
· I am a reptile. 

· I am cold-blooded. 

· I live in an ocean habitat. 

· I have four appendages (four flippers)
· I live in tropical and subtropical regions. 

· I am a herbivore.  (all other sea turtles are omnivores, but not me, I love to eat plants!)

· I am endangered. 

· I am native to Atlantic, Pacific and Indian Oceans. 

· I travel long distances to lay my eggs. 

· I can live 80-100 years!

· I am a vertebrate. 
Koala 
· I am a mammal. 

· I am native to Australia. (native means I was born there)

· I am a herbivore, I only eat plants. 

· I only eat Eucalyptus leaves and only ones that are fresh and not dead. 

· I have four legs. (appendages)
· I eat my weight in food each day, I love to eat!

· I eat and sleep all day.  I live in trees for almost all of my life.  

· I am an arboreal animal. I spend most of my life in trees. 

· I am a marsupial, a mammal that gives birth prematurely and carries its young in its pouch until the young has matured. 

· When a female has a baby, it is called a neonate, and it is only the size of a jelly bean.  

· I have a special cartilage plated gluteus maximus.  (So I can sit in trees for a long time and not get sore.)
· I have opposable thumbs to help with my grip (like humans and monkeys). 

· I may look soft, but I have course fur, like the wool of sheep. 

· I am a vertebrate. 
Maori Wrasse 
· I am a type of fish.  

· I live in an ocean habitat.
· I am the largest member of my family.  (largest wrasse species)
· I am native to Indian and Pacific oceans.
· I can also be found off the east coast of Africa and the Red Sea. 

· I am one of the largest coral reef fishes. 
· I have bright colors on my body: blue and green and sometimes purple. 

· I have no hair. 

· I am endangered.  
· I live in tropical and subtropical regions. 

· I am a vertebrate. 
· I am an omnivore. (I eat molluscs, fish, sea urchins, crustaceans, echinoderms, and other invertebrates, using my strong teeth.)  

· I can live for 30 years. 

· I can grow up to 8 feet long. 
Woolly Monkey 
· I am a mammal. 

· I am native to South America. 

· I live in rainforests. 

· I am an arboreal animal, living in the trees for most of my life. 

· I live in tropical and subtropical regions. 
· I have five appendages, two arms, two legs and a prehensile (gripping) tail. 

· I am a type of small monkey. 

· I have opposable thumbs to help with my grip (like humans). 

· I have short, soft hair. 

· I am a vertebrate. 

· I am endangered. 

· I can live 25 years. 
Capybara

· I am a mammal. 

· I am closely related to guinea pigs. 

· I am the largest rodent in the world. 

·  I am native to Central and South America. 
· I have four legs (appendages).
· I have long, soft hair. 

· I am a vertebrate. 

· I am a herbivore.  I eat a lot of grass and water plants. 

· I also eat my own poop (gross!) to get beneficial bacteria to help my stomach break down the thick fiber in my meals. 
· I am semi aquatic, living on both land and water. That’s why I have semi-webbed feet.  I roam the swampy, grassy regions bordering rivers, ponds, streams and lakes. 
Tapir

· I am a mammal.  

· I am a herbivore.  I only eat plants. 

· I live in forests, rainforests and grasslands.

· I am native to Central and South America
· I have four legs (appendages)
· I am a vertebrate. 

· I can live 25-30 years. 

· I can weigh 300-800 pounds!

· I have a short prehensile (gripping) trunk that extends my nose and upper lip. 

· I am semi-aquatic.  Although I appear densely built, I feel at home in the water and love to swim and feed on aquatic plants. 

· I am at risk of being endangered. 

· I have short, course hair. 

· I am nocturnal, so my impressive nose is useful for finding food in the dark.

· I can live about 20 years. 
Squirrel Monkey
· I am a mammal. 

· I live in rainforests. 

· I live in tropical and subtropical regions. 

· I am an arboreal animal, living in the trees. 
· I have five appendages, two arms, two legs and a tail. 
· Unlike a number of other small monkey species, my tail is not prehensile which means that I cannot use my tail to grip onto branches. Instead, my long tail is used to help me balance when climbing on high branches.
· I am a type of small monkey. 

· I am an omnivore. I eat plants and even small animals in order to survive. I have a varied diet that is primarily comprised of fruits and insects. I also like to eat flowers, bananas, eggs, nuts, lizards and other small vertebrates that are found amongst the surrounding leaves and branches.
· I am native to Central and South America. 
· I have opposable thumbs to help with my grip (like humans). 

· I have short, soft hair. 

· I am a vertebrate. 

· I can live up to 20 years. 

Blunt-Headed Tree Snake

· I am a reptile. 

· I am cold-blooded. 

· I have no legs. 

· I live in rainforests. 

· I live in tropical and subtropical regions. 
· I am native to

· I am a vertebrate. 

· I am an arboreal animal. (I am most often found in low vegetation such as coffee trees or bromeliads.)
· I am nocturnal. (I can be found in a resting coiled position in very shaded areas during the day. At night I forage for food on ground but I rest and live in the trees.)

· I am a carnivore.  I forage primarily at night and feed mostly on small lizards, frogs, and other reptile eggs. 

· I am rear-fanged and mildly venomous, but I am not considered dangerous to humans.
Wombat
· I am a mammal. 

· I am a marsupial, a mammal that gives birth prematurely and carries its young in its pouch until the young has matured.
· I am native to Australia. 

· When a female has a baby, it is called a neonate, and it is only the size of a jelly bean.  

· I have four legs. (appendages)
· I have a cartilage gluteous maximus. (to help dig in the ground, almost like a spoon.)

· I have short, course hair. 

· I am a vertebrate. 

· I am a herbivore. (I eat grasses, roots and bark.)
· I can weigh up to 80 pounds. 

· I live in grasslands and forests. 

· I can live up to 20 years. 

· I don’t need much water.  I get most of the water I need from the plants I eat.  I can actually survive years without drinking any water!
